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PREFACE. 



The historical geography of the United States and of the previous Colonies has 
been much neglected ; it is therefore difficult to collect material upon which to base 
historical maps ; or to check the results by the published work of other students. This 
brief series is offered as an attempt to make maps from the records, — from the texts of 
grants, charters, and governors' instructions, and from statutes, British, colonial, state, 
and national. The purpose has been to draw no boundary line for which documentary 
authority does not exist. The author hopes that in his use of records, and in the infer- 
ences which he has been compelled to employ where material is wanting, he has fallen 
into no unpardonable errors. 

The territorial development of the United States, and the status of territorial 
slavery, are questions on which no two investigators will precisely agree; the principle 
adopted has been to make the maps conform to the official treaties and to the laws 

of the United States, as understood at the time when they were negotiated or enacted. 

% 

By the courtesy of the publishers, I am able to reproduce the maps prepared for 
the series of Epochs of American History. 

Cambridge, September 14, 189 1. 



Albert Bushnell Hart. 
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